
 
 

Eliza Burns, Principal 
                                             Grace Farrar Cole Elementary School  

December 4, 2020 
 

   COLE MINERS’ DIG 

Principal’s Notes 
We did not identify Room Parents this year since the opportunities to help the teacher and class are extremely                   
limited this year. However, a few parents have reached out to ask about holiday gifts for teachers and staff. We                    
are hoping that one or two parents in each class will coordinate the effort to put together a class gift. Teachers                     
and staff must abide by Massachusetts Ethics Laws so any gift giving must be in line with these laws. Gifts are                     
not expected, only appreciated. 
 

 
As we continue into the winter holiday season, we hope that our families are opting for quiet staycations with                   
immediate family. However, if there is a need to travel, please be sure to familiarize yourself with the                  
Massachusetts Travel ordinance so that your children are cleared to return to school upon your arrival back in                  
Massachusetts.  We hope to be able to work together as a community to keep our COVID transmission level low. 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-travel-order


 

 
 
The 12 Days of Holiday Spirit begin Tuesday, December 8th. These Spirit Days are for FUN! They are not                   
mandatory, but we hope that our students will participate in one, a few, or all of the days. 

   
 

 
 

If there are any technology issues with Schoology, Google Meets, or borrowed devices, please email 
tech.support@norwellschools.org for support.  Teachers are teaching during the AM and PM session and are 
unavailable to troubleshoot technology issues during those times, but our technology team is there to assist. 
 
As a reminder, we share many pictures on the Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter. Please consider                    
following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page. 
 

mailto:tech.support@norwellschools.org


 

 
 
Norwell Food Services  
December’s Lunch Menu please click here 
 
Nurse’s Notes 
New guidance has been released by the MA Department of Public Health as of 11/18/20 around quarantine due to                   
a positive close contact. 
 
You will need to remain quarantined for: 
- at least 14 days from the date of last exposure; or 
- at least 10 days, provided all of the following are satisfied: 

●    you have not had, and do not have, any symptoms; 
●    you are tested on day 8 of your quarantine period or later using a molecular diagnostic test  

   (e.g., polymerase chain reaction (PCR)) to detect the presence of the virus; 
●    you receive a negative test result; and 
●   you monitor yourself for symptoms for the full 14 days. If you develop symptoms you should contact your 

  health care provider and be re-tested. 
 
Note: If you get tested before day 8, you will need to be tested again on day 8 if you want to be released from                         
quarantine on day 10. Otherwise you still have to quarantine 14 days.  
 
Don’t forget to send in documentation of your student’s flu vaccine. The deadline is December 31st. Links to                  
medical portals do not allow anyone but guardians to see what is in the student’s medical file. Please print a PDF                     
and email it to me, or print and send in your student’s backpack. 
Call with any questions or concerns you may have. 
 
Tech Tips 
The occasional situation has come up on our remote Wednesdays that Schoology seems to be running less than 
optimally. The tricky part comes when we try to figure out if it’s a problem with the device on which we’re working, 
or a systemic problem with Schoology.  My hope is that we can use the simple troubleshooting steps below to 
help. 
 
If Schoology seems to be down:  

1. Don’t panic.  Most of our experiences with Schoology being down have been brief and resolve quickly. 
Teachers are probably experiencing the same and will be patient. 

2. Completely shut down and restart your device.  As simple as this is, it’s a great first step to determine if it’s 
a problem with the device versus a problem with the website. 

3. Check to see if other websites are working on your device.  If no other websites work, it’s likely that it’s a 
problem with either the wifi source or the device itself.  If other websites work and Schoology does not, it’s 
likely that it’s a problem on their side.  

4. Check with a friend to see if it’s down for them too.  If it is down for them also, it’s likely a problem with the 
website. 

5. Wait five to ten minutes and give it another try. 
6. Check your (parent) email for any messages from buildings or from the Central Office.  There may be a 

message from your child’s teacher with next steps also.  
7. If Schoology is still down after 30 minutes, please reach out to me by email.  

michael.tinker@norwellschools.org 

 
 

https://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/34/DECELEMLUNCHMENU2020.pdf


 

 
 
Counselors’ Corner 
NTSS Update 
This year, we are getting two sources of social-emotional data about most Cole students, in order to best support                   
them in this challenging time. In addition to teacher input about all students, students in grades 2-5 will be                   
completing the “mySAEBRS” screener from FastBridge as part of their at-home work. mySAEBRS asks them to                
reflect on their academic, social, and emotional functioning. Please let us know if you have any questions! 
 
Virtual yoga classes with Mrs. Walsh continue on Mondays (except holidays). AM Yoga Class is from 11-11:30;                 
PM Yoga Class is from 2-2:30. Classes are open to K-5 students of all abilities. If your child cannot access my                     
Schoology pages (remote and K students), just email me if you’d like the Meet access codes:                
anne.walsh@norwellschools.org.  
 
Resource of the Week - 3 Ways to Help Kids Manage Emotions During COVID A quick read with 3 great                    
tips/truths- Feelings are Temporary, Name to Tame, and Feelings Can Lie (feelings aren’t facts!). 
 
PTO News 
Last week the PTO sent out emails that included your copy of Cole’s virtual school directory and a soup-er virtual 
holiday gift for Cole families!  If you did not receive them, please email ptonews@gmail.com so that we can 
update your email address and make sure we get them to you! 

 
 
Cole School Store: 
We have a variety of Norwell spirit items ready for purchase and immediate backpack delivery 
(hint: holiday gifts!) Shop here: https://cole-school-pto.square.site/ 
 
 
 

Cole School Dues:  
We understand that these are trying times and as a result, have decreased our Student Dues Campaign from $60 
per student to $30 per student.  Please contribute what your means allow.  For some, this may be the previous 
year’s Dues of $60, and for others, this could be the need to forgo Dues this year.  Either way, we truly appreciate 
your consideration.  For those able to contribute, you can send to school cash or check made payable to Cole 
PTO or pay via Venmo @Cole School-PTO. If you are paying via Venmo, please note your student's name(s) in 
the "What's It for?" space.  
 
Cole Holiday Lights:  
You can help Cole School REALLY shine by dropping off any holiday lights and blow-up decorations this Sunday 
morning (12/6). A PTO representative will be there to receive items at 10 AM. (Please have each decoration 
marked with your name to make sure we get every item back to you!) Then, anytime after 5 PM, you and your 
family can drive through the Cole School grounds and enjoy the holiday light show! Questions? Email Amanda at 
alacara8@gmail.com.  
 
Gloves and Hats for the Homeless: 
If you happen to be online or out shopping, please keep an eye out for Waterproof Gloves!   
 
We know many traditions have been forced to undergo adaptations this year, but we are hoping to continue our 
Cole School contribution to ‘Support the Soupman’ a South Shore organization that supports and provides for the 
homeless across the South Shore. 
 
 
 

mailto:anne.walsh@norwellschools.org
https://adaa.org/learn-from-us/from-the-experts/blog-posts/consumer/3-ways-help-kids-manage-emotions-during-covid?_zs=IA1Ab&_zl=RbuL2
mailto:ptonews@gmail.com
https://cole-school-pto.square.site/


 

 
 
In past years, we have held an after school event to decorate lunch bags to donate to Support the Soupman. 
Since we cannot do that this year, a few classrooms will be coloring/decorating lunch bags in class, but anyone 
may participate from home as well.  Please contact Veronica Carney at Vmaecarney@yahoo.com if you would like 
to decorate bags at home.  She will be happy to organize a bag pick up or drop them off directly to you for you. 
 
Similar to past years, we will be collecting adult hats and gloves to donate as well.  
 
This year, Support the Soupman expressed to us that they have a high need for waterproof adult gloves.  Since 
these can be more expensive, they also mentioned that they have a donation link on their website 
https://supportthesoupman.org, if you would rather just contribute in that way. They said even a $5 donation can 
help buy the bigger items they need like coats and boots. **Please note, they are not accepting youth or child 
sizes at the present time. 
 
Cole School has placed a Rubbermaid bin outside the front doors to begin collecting adult waterproof gloves (or 
any other new, adult hats or gloves).  You may send hats or gloves in with your child to be placed in this bin. 
Please feel free to reach out with any questions! 
 

 
Norwell Recreation is continuing to provide safe, educational and creative programs for all ages in the Norwell 
community and beyond.  Many programs are open to non-residents, so spread the word.  Whether you like 
science or arts, there are programs for your children to join in on.  There will be no “afterschool” programs on the 
school sites, but we do have some at the town office building, as well as many new programs online. 
 
Please check out our brochure that was recently sent (bright blue) or go onto the Norwell Recreation website and 
take a look.  Registrations begin online Dec 9 at 10am and walkins/mailins available starting Dec 16, provided 
there are openings in programs you want.  Happy Holidays to you all and please stay safe.  Don’t Hes-i-tate to 
REC-reate with Norwell Recreation 

 
Community News    
 

  
  

Norwell Education Foundation 
PO Box 711 • Norwell, MA 02061 

www.norwelledfound.org • info@norwelledfound.org 
The Norwell Education Foundation (NEF) wants to know about the ROCKSTARS in your life! Is there a teacher, 
administrator, nurse, secretary, custodian, or other school-based staff member that makes a meaningful difference 
in the life of your child?  With the ROCKSTAR program, parents and other community members can make a 
donation to the NEF on behalf of the staff member they would like to recognize and thank. A ROCKSTAR 
recognition letter with your personal message and a balloon bouquet will be hand-delivered to the ROCKSTAR 
educator by a member of the Norwell Education Foundation. 
 

https://supportthesoupman.org/
http://www.norwelledfound.org/
mailto:info@norwelledfound.org
https://www.norwelledfound.org/rockstar
https://www.norwelledfound.org/rockstar


 

 
Your donation will directly impact students in the Norwell Public Schools by funding teacher-written grants that 
pilot new technologies and diversified learning environments. Some Recently funded grants include licenses for 
Kahoot and Padlet, online learning platforms that support remote learning; digital cameras, which can project what 
the teacher is seeing and doing in a remote-learning format; and DigiBlocks, which are math manipulatives that 
help elementary students understand the Base 10 Number System.  With your support of the ROCKSTAR 
program, you can not only recognize an amazing teacher in your own student’s life, but help to foster academic 
excellence for all Norwell students.  To recognize and donate, please click on the link above or visit our new 
website at www.norwelledfound.org.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.norwelledfound.org/


 

  

      IN PARTNERSHIP WITH         CATIESCLOSET.ORG  

WE'RE HOSTING A CLOTHING DRIVE FOR LOCAL KIDS 
DECEMBER 1 - DECEMBER 23  Help local PreK - 12th Grade children & their families who are 

economically & emotionally impacted this school year. 

Please drop off donations at 

Norwell Middle School | The Vinal School | The Cole School 

Sydney Edlund | sj.edlund31@gmail.comVISIT CATIESCLOSET.ORG 

 

NEW & GENTLY USED 
CLOTHING 
YOUTH SIZES 4 - 20 
TEEN SIZES XS - 3X 

  NEW FULL SIZE 
TOILETRIES 

    YOUTH & TEEN PRODUCTS 

T-SHIRTS 

LONG SLEEVES 

COATS 

SWEATERS 

SWEATSHIRTS 

SWEATPANTS 

PANTS 

SHORTS 

LEGGINGS 

JEANS 

   SHAMPOO TOOTHPASTE 

 SOAP TOOTHBRUSH 

 BODY WASH SHAVING PROD. 

 DEODORANT FEM. PRODUCTS 

NEW SOCKS & UNDIES 

       


